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This Month’s Calendar

|Classes:
10:00amsSoldering Bezels & More

March 15th starting at 10am at
Thalia’'s home in Chatsworth.
IClass fee of $2.00

At the Center
|6:15pm: Pot Luck
Theme: St. Patrick’s Day

We welcome any thing that still
[looks appetizing when green !!!

Guests always welcome.
|6:45pm: Business Meeting
7:30pm: Program

Dick Flaharty will give a slide
presentation on:

“Historical Sites of Turkey”

FRA: Future Programs:In
March we will be going to the cly
shop for a session on shop
equipment and safety. Another
time we will be cutting and
polishing cabs. We will learn
about marking, trimming and
dopping slabs.

Meetings:

March 8th at Thalia’s house to
complete additional parts of thei
Lapidary Arts badge.
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Prez Sez:

"l recently took a trip with our club secretary, iMBeth Pio, to El
Capitan State Beach, in Santa Barbara, to chectheuieach stones.
The drive took about an hour; a pleasant littlejealong the 101
north freeway. We were told the best time to lomkdtones was an
hour before low tide up until an hour after lowetidt was a little
tricky getting there at exactly the right time (g@t there after low
tide had started), but as it turned out, we hadtplef time to gather
some beautiful rocks.

When we got to the beach, | saw quite a variegpetimens
(although | could have done without the dead p@g)eincluding
green jasper, agate, a black stone with white gtli&e lines running
through it, and some nicely-formed shells. Thereewadso quite a few
banded stones and breciated stones with intriczggis. Since the
stones have already been formed by the oceandthlyneed to be
cut, but they could use a little polish, and thegytwould work very
well for an indoor display or in the garden.

On the way back, we stopped and had dinner athbeal§ Restau-
rant - right on the beach, great view with incrélfood! (Try the pan-
seared scallops with risotto!)

So, if you're looking for something different(—
to do one of these weekends, take a trip up™—
the coast to El Capitan - you won't be disap-

pointed!" ~ .
Ginew @ -

Membership Information

For any questions regarding membership in the WasmbHills Rock
Chippers, please email Steve Dover at membershig@ingopers.org

Regular club meetings are held at 7:30PM on the 3™ Saturday of each month at: Canoga

Park Community Center 7248 Owensmouth Ave. Canoga Park
Visit our website http://www.rockchippers.org
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Membership Dues Steven Dover, Membership

Membership Dues are Now Due. | will be updating ¢lub roster for 2008 shortly so please renew you
membership to remain on the club roster. Dues @82will be unchanged from 2007. Membership dues ar
$25 for one adult, $15 for a second adult at tieesaddress, juniors and pebble pups $5 each.

Please bring your dues to me at the March meetimgad them to my address.

g Also please let me know if you wish to receive yoluib bulletin over the Internet or as a hard
copy through the mail.

Future Rockhounds of America Thalia Goldsworthy, FRA Advisor

FRA Meeting on March 8th

The youth of our club will be working on their Ldary Arts Badge for this month's activity. We Vo
meeting at the club shop at the Buetow's on MatkltaB1pm. FRA Members are reminded to turn inrthei
completed worksheet from the January meeting. & hae materials for the cab project we startedntestith.
We will be learning shop safety, learning aboubhggshe trim saw, dopping stones and cutting ansioog
cabs. Thank you to Ron Rizor and Bob Meyers fondpeart of the activity this month and for proviglithe
shop safety information.

Thalia Goldsworthy, FRA Advisor

Classes Report — Soldering Classes

This month we continue with the presentation of@i®series on soldering at my home in Chatsworthu Y
do not need to have watched the first sessiomtbthis information helpful. We will start with aview of
the remaining portions of information on "Understiag Torches". The next section will be about "$aoiag
and using Hard Solder" As time permits we will m@eng with additional material. Other topics wiltlude
bezels, band rings, pin backs and how these atesblelered according to the presenter, Don NoWis.will
have a a break for questions around noon. Bringaeksor lunch, | will provide beverages - coffezg aind
lemonade.

Thalia Goldsworthy, Classes Coordinator

Courtesy Lillian Berwager, Courtesy
Happy Birthday:
Denise Derrico Mar 11 Carol Lerman Mar 11
(w) Mike Schuman Mar 27 Sam Lipton Mar 31

IE‘ There are no anniversariddanch.
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s\ 1, | am combining out “Meet the New Officers” columwith the Federation News .
We all know Thalia Goldsworthy so this month hapresenting this thoughtful and
Welcome! peautifully written short bio of all the things Thia does for the Woodland Hills Rock
Chippers.
This is the piece that Virginia Rotramel submittéo the CFMS for the Most Valuable Member pin that
was presented to Thalia at the January 2008 meetinghanks so much for all you do Thalia!

< l‘%%
¥ )
A Federation News

g B \/ SOCIETES \/

CFMS Submittal for Most Valuable Club Member

The vision and efforts of Thalia Goldsworthy foetsuccessful planning and completion of many upggad
scenarios, and for making a more viable and grownggnization of the Woodland Hills Rock Chippess i
hereby lauded in this nomination for the most Valielanember.

Some of those efforts include upgrading of the pigdion' By-Laws and Standing Rules which incogter
the job descriptions governing the various offiaed positions. When it became necessary she pigkele
responsibility of doing the Bulletin and Website.dddition, for our active FRA program to contingbe
picked up that responsibility as well. All thesalad activities were above and beyond her normatimms of
teaching classes for wire wrap, beading and sgwaithing. Thalia is the coordinator and set-up persr
our club showcase at many functions, librariessimavs. It just so happens, that she is also thadere of
our organization. With all these additional hate bas kept the course when set and we continbavioa
viable and growing society.

When club members made it known that we neededdanh month to really get acquainted with one amoth
(there really is not enough time to really get agied and know each other at classes or meeshgsgame
up with the ingenious idea of a Pot Luck beforertiegeting starts. It has been a smashing successastd
members participate.

Thalia also streamlined the time frame for the &ines meeting by having it just before the generatting
after Pot Luck, thereby; the directors do not havepend another night and travel time for theriss
meeting. This relieves everyone of the extra ga® &nd stress for those who work.

Allin all Thalia is an inventive person who came® up with ideas to solve problems. She demonstthie
in her wire wrapping, faceting, beading, as welhagarious administrative capacities.

Submitted by
Virginia Rotramel for
The Woodland Hills Rock Chippers (2007)
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Tri-Federation
Rockhound Rendezvous

and Field Trip
May 21 — 26, 2008
Texas Springs, Nevada

The Northwest, Rocky Mountain and California
Federations of Mineralogical Societies are hosain
Tri-Federation Rockhound Rendezvous and Field
Trip to Texas Springs, NV, over Memorial Day
Weekend 2008 and all AFMS members are invite

The Texas Springs area is well known for
spectacular pink agate limb casts, as well asyoth
agate and petrified wood. Texas Springs Canyon
located approximately 25 miles southeast of the

town of Jackpot in the northeast corner of Nevadg.

In addition to the collecting trips we will havetpo
luck dinners, happy hours, speakers, evening ca
fires, tailgate displays, map exchange, and a grea
rockhound get-together.

Plan on several potluck dinners, and daily happy
hours. Bring firewood for evening campfires. We
plan on having a good time and collecting some
good material.

This will be a great opportunity for rockhounds

Ant Hill Trip Rescheduled - March 22nd

February's field trip to Ant Hill got rained outete's
the rescheduled field trip. It's your chance tmemut
for a fun day of digging for shark teeth fossilse t
weather should be nice, cool.

When: March 22nd 2008, Saturday, 10am-3pm.

Directions-5 Freeway North, to the 99 Hwy North, off
at 178 Hwy East, near Bakersfield, go 8.3 milethto
Harrell Hwy, turn Left/North. 3.5 miles on the Helir
Hwy from the 178 Hwy. Site is on the Left/Southesid

. of Hwy, by the hills. My black Toyota truck will be

there, with a CVGM sign in the window We will be
about 2.5 miles East of Hart Park. You should see a
asphalt bike path going up the hill. Then you know
your at the right spot. The parking area is alikbwer
then the highway so you might not see our carsrel'he
is only one asphalt path going up the side of the h
we will be parked near the bottom of it. We witt@l

be across the street from the soccer fields.

The dig site is a walk of 500 yards over semi flat
ground, then up a hill 100 yards. Once there mbst o
the time you'll be digging in small area. The atagoft
and the teeth are harder so you have a better elwdnc
them not breaking when you remove them from the
matrix.

Tools-Rock pick/hammer, gad pry bar, hand sledge,
sifter, large pry bar, shovel, pick, eye protectioews-
paper to wrap your fossils in, collecting bags,evid

from all over the west to meet one another, toesh@r brimmed hat, suntan lotion, lots of water, lunchefle

stories, and information about collecting in their
home
areas.

Be sure to bring material from your favorite catlec
ing sites to show and share.

Come join us for a great Tri-Federation Rendez-
vous of collecting, fun and fellowship.

Richard Pankey
California Federation
dickpankey@juno.com
925-439-7509

is no shade morning, afternoon, and it can belhdtit
will probably be cool, so dress accordingly, layés
ter 1pm or so the dig site will be in the shadéhassun
moves to the West, the holes are East facing. ldvou
recommend a day pack, to put your tools in. 1t a
of a walk and it will be easier carrying your gear.

Material to Collect-Shark teeth fossils, many types,
sizes, from the Miocene Epoch 10-15 millions years
ago. There are other fossils, bone fragments, teeth
be found.

Contact: Robert Sankovich
805-494-7734, rmsorca@adelphia. net
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General Meeting Minutes Recorded by, Mary Beth Pio, Secretary
WHRC Meeting Minutes Date: February 16, 2008

Called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Gina Marquardt skelent.
Pledge of Allegiance led by Barbara Bradbury.

A quorum was established.

Treasurers Report was given by Barbara Bradbury
All accounts are up to date and balanced.

Announcements were made:
Tonight’s video is The Amber Hunters.
March 18 is the Solder Classes at Thalia’s house.
March 18 is the field trip to Acton. If you want to go
RSVP Mary Beth at 818-716-7612 or email mbanvas@gmail.com.
“I collect rocks” Song and Dance by Canadl @ean.

New Business
Motion on the floor to change the start of the lBok dinner from 6:30 p.m.
to 6:15 p.m. Voted and approved by members.

Jean Buetow volunteered the use of her home foAphityard sale.
We need to pick a date for the yard sale.

Carol Plummer to bring refreshments to the nexttimge

Motion: Approval of the minutes from January™2008 as posted in the bulletin.
Proposed: Thalia

Seconded: Virginia

Passed: Yes

Respectfully submitted by Mary Beth Pio, SecretaiyfRC
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Shows and Events

MARCH 8 & 9: TURLOCK, CA
Mother Lode Mineral Society
Stanislaus County Fairgrounds

900 N. Broadway, Turlock, CA
Hours: Sat. 10-6; Sun. 10-5

Bud & Terry McMillin (209) 524-3494

www.motherlodemineralsociety.com

MARCH 8 & 9: SAN MARINO, CA
Pasadena Lapidary Society

San Marino Masonic Temple

3130 Huntington Dr.

Hours: Sat. 10- 6; Sun. 10 -5
Drew Wilson (626) 449-4910

Email TODREW @sbcglobal.net

MARCH 8 & 9: SALINAS, CA

Salinas Valley Rock & Gem Soc
Spreckels Veterans Memorial Building
5iand Llano St. Hwy 68 Spreckels Exit
Hours: Sat & Sun 10 - 5

Jim Bassett (831) 758-5830

Karin Salomon (831) 375-5233

Email : jpmsc@sbcglobal.net

Email: kcbakes27@yahoo.com

MARCH 14-16: SAN BERNADINO, CA
Orange Belt Mineralogical Society
Western Regional Little League Ball Park
6707 Little League Drive

Hours: 9am to Dusk

Emma Couveau (951) 288-6182

MARCH 15 & 16: VALLEJO, CA
Vallejo Gem & Mineral Society

Solano County Fairgrounds Co. Building
900 Fairgrounds Drive

Hours: Sat. & Sun.10-5

Phyllis Malicki (707) 745-3255

Email: dncwolke@sbcglobal.net

Rock Chippings March 2008

MARCH 22 & 23: ANGELS CAMP, CA
Calaveras Gem & Mineral Society
Calaveras “Frogtown” Fairgrounds

Hwy 49 Angels Camp

Hours: Sat. 10 —5; Sun. 10 - 4

Tom Reeves (209) 754-4863

$3.00 per adult, children free

MARCH 22 & 23: ROSEVILLE, CA
Roseville Rock Rollers

Roseville (Placer County) Fairgrounds
800 All American Blvd.

Hours: Sat 10-5; Sun 10-4

Jim Hutching (530) 367-5108

Email rockrollers@hotmail.com

W ebsite www.rockrollers.com

April 4,5 & 6: SAN JOSE, CA
Santa Clara Valley Gem & Mineral So.
Santa Clara County Fairgrounds

344 Tully Road, San Jose

Hours: Fri. 9-5; Sat. & Sun. 10-5
Frank Mullaney (408) 266-5364
E-mail: info@scvgms.org

W ebsite: www.scvgms.org

Save These Upcoming Dates

Whittier, Pasadena and North Orange County
Field Trip Schedule:

Mar. 15: Livingston Quarry, Palos Verdes 1 day
trip - This old location is near San Pedro and fea-
tures barite, quartz crystals and fish fossils. Led
by Dave Kelty.

Shep Koss, Fieldtrip Coordinator

Sierra Pelona Club Announced:

Mar 22: Sheep Springs for dendritic opal, jasper,
and black agate.

Antelope Valley Gem Club

March 15th Go to Lavic and dig some of the most
color jaspers | have seen! For Info call David or
Jennifer at 661-256-1373




March 2008 Rock Chippings Page 7

| thought it would be fun to see the Tucson Gem & Mineral Show from a different perspective...this report is from Rock
Currier, a vendor at the TGMS. Reprinted with his permission.

Tucson Gem & Mineral Show 2008

The 2008 Tucson gem and mineral show is history. The show has gotten large, almost beyond
comprehension. The big show guide, the Colored Stone Show Guide, the largest of several that
were created for this show, lists about 40 showplaces with floor plans of the various dealer
spaces in each of the venues. The venues are mostly motels, buildings, tents and tent cities and
some of them had more than 400 dealers selling stuff. There are undoubtedly more of them than
this. There were 9 different shuttle routes (passenger vans) that shuttled visitors around between
the various shows.

The description of the show by any individual person is like a group of blind men talking about
their encounter with an elephant. To the blind man who feels the leg of the elephant says that the
beast is like the trunk of a tree. To another feeling its trunk thinks it resembles a great snake and
to the man who feels the ear the elephant is like a giant leaf. Each person who describes the
show, depending on their interests and the small part of it they were able to see is going to de-
scribe it differently, sometimes completely differently. Imagine what kind of description a bead
person is going to give on walking into one of the fossil venues.

My perspective is mostly related to minerals but since we also sell some fossils and some ster-
ling silver jewelry | have a small acquaintance with some of the other things that go on at the
show and | have several friends that go out and spy out things for me and report back to me
things that are going on elsewhere in the show.

There was a lot of theft this year. We lost an aquamarine that had a retail value of $8,000 but it
was mostly our own fault for having it situated so near the door.

There were a number of unsavory characters with a room in the Inn Suites Motel that one of my
customers described as being real dirt surfers. One of them tried to get away from a cop and
jumped off the balcony of the second story of the motel and was run down by a cop and gotin a
fight with him and was subdued by the cop and some by-standers and hauled off to jail. A search
of their room turned up a lot of cheap gem rough for which they had no receipts but they were ap-
parently not arrested but were kicked out of the hotel.

The last Saturday of the show one of the dealers loaded out into his trailer and when he woke up
in the morning his trailer was gone, apparently have been hooked up to a vehicle during the night
and driven away.

One of the new venues was broken into during the night and all of the specimens with labels
were taken. This particular new venue, in a bad part of town was hit twice by thieves at night.

One of the new surprising things mineral wise that showed up at the show were some nice big or-
ange single spessartine crystals from Tanzania. Some were selling for thousands of dollars
each. Cont...
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TGMS - cont.

The old collectors were complaining about there being too many zeros on the prices of speci-
mens they liked, but an auction held on Friday night during the Tucson Gem and Mineral Society
show probably sold more than 200 specimens at more than $1000 each and some were in ex-
cess of $50,000 each.

At the Westward Look Resort show, where the high end dealers were happily adding zeros to the
prices on their specimens, there was a program with a panel of about five women mineral collec-
tors who each gave a different perspective on mineral collecting. Something unique to any gem
and mineral show thus far. Gail Span from Houston was responsible for organizing this program.
It was quite interesting. | think the program was recorded and can be purchased by interested
parties.

The Tucson Gem and Mineral show in the Convention center was a block buster this year be-
cause of the 50 or so display cases full of the best minerals that could be found from about that
many classic mineral localities.

This was an exhibit that will probably not be repeated in our lifetimes. Some of the cases were
stronger than others and some localities that should have been represented were not and some
that were there should probably not have been included. | wondered what in the world the case
from Eden Mills, Vermont was doing there. There were a number of other localities that could
have replaced it with more significant material. That is however hind sight and all in all, the ex-
hibits were remarkable. Many pictures of the cases were taken both with still cameras and video.
| think the results of some of these efforts will be available for sale. Dave Wilber was the narrator
for a video about various aspects of the show and this will be for sale sometime in the near fu-
ture. There was a fine book about the show with a lot of wonderful pictures of many of the speci-
mens that were on display in the cases and the initial shipment of thousand or so books was im-
mediately sold out. Most people | know bought at least two copies and more than a few people
were running about the show asking various people that were mentioned in the book to sign their
autographs at various places in the book. Certainly the book will be sold out but | don't know if a
second printing will be made or not.

Rock Currier

A short update:

| have spoken to Gail Spann and she has promised to keep us updated on the DVD of the
Women'’s Mineral Collectors Conference. 1 think it would be a great addition to our club library.
In speaking with her | also learned of a new online forum that she is working on for women inter-
lested in mineral collecting...l am sure she will keep us updated on that also.

Video of the TGMS will be out this summer from BlueCap Productions...to whet your appetite
Icheck out the videos from Justin at The Vug online at: http://www.the-vug.com/vug/vugfims72.html
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Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Incorporated

Our club, a non-profit corporation, was formed ddiucational and instructive purposes: to fostdectibn
and study of minerals, to disseminate knowledgeiatheem, to sponsor field trips to find them, to
encourage the use of them in lapidary and facetindies, etc. And to have one whale of a good time
doing those things with all of our friends.

Regular meetings are held on the 3rd Saturdayabf eonth at 7:30 PM. Potlucks are at 6:30pm. FRA
Orientation at 7:00pm. Field trips are at variduses throughout the month. Guests are always wedom
attend.

Membership is open to interested applicants alftey have attended at least 2 meetings. Annual ahges
due in November for the following year. Membersfaes are currently $25 for one adult, $15 for@osd
adult at the same address, juniors (ages 10-18)pmbible pups (ages 4-9) $5 each. New memberarpay
additional $6 initiation fee per person. Late jpgnnew members may have lower dues as they aratpch
after mid-year.

We are a member club of the California Federatiddineralogical Societies and affiliated with the

Elected Officers
President Gina Marguardt ireBtor At Large Gene Berwager
Treasurer Barbara Bradbury ebtior At Large Robyn Hawk
Secretary Mary Beth Pio irebtor At Large Steve Dover
Director At Large Myrna Baunt
Chairpersons and Appointed Positions
Auditor................... Thalia Goldsworthy LiPrary Displays....... Thalia Goldsworthy
Bulletin.........................Robyn Hawk Membership..................... Steve Dove
custodian.................. Brandon HigdonParliamentarian ..................... Bill Blair
Classes/Workshop....Thalia Go|dsworthyPrograms ................................. Open
Courtesy/Hospitality....... Lillian BerwagerPUbl'C'ty .................. Diana Dixon Davis
Display/Education.......... Carol PlummerRefreshments............... Lilian Berwager
Federation Director......Virginia RotramelSNOP --.-..........Jean Buetow, Bob Meyers,
o Ron Rizor and Virginia Rotrame

Alternate Fed Director.................. Open o )

_ ) ) Club Show......... Virginia Rotramel Chalr.
Field TripS.....cooooveiiiiiieennn. Committee

_ Ways and Means................ Jean Buetqw

FRA.......coo s Thalia Goldsworthy _

o Webmaster.............. Thalia Goldsworthy
Historian...................... Gene Berwager
Librarian.................. Barbara Bradbury

Material from Rock Chippings may be duplicatedrion-commercial purposes with appropriate credits. F
commercial use, individual authors must be conthfdieapproval. Articles lacking bylines have been
generated by the Bulletin staff.




