
  January 2008 Volume 48 Number  1 

The Bulletin of the Woodland Hills California Rock Chippers, Inc. 

Regular club meetings are held at 7:30PM on the 3 rd Saturday of each month at: Canoga 
Park Community Center 7248 Owensmouth Ave. Canoga P ark 

Visit our website    http://www.rockchippers.org 

 

Membership Information 

For any questions regarding membership in the Woodland Hills Rock 
Chippers, please email Steve Dover at membership@rockchippers.org 

This Month’s Calendar 
 

Saturday, January 19th 

     At Joan Helm’s Home  

10:00am: ”Rock Yard Sale” 

  Call Thalia Goldsworthy or  

  Virginia Rotramel for details. 

     At the Center 

6:30pm: Pot Luck 

—open theme— 

Guests always welcome.  

700pm: Business Meeting 

7:30pm: Program 

“An Introduction to Faceting”:   
we will talk about the club’s newly 
donated (by the family of Bill 
Robards) faceting machine and have 
related tools on display as well as 
recent stones faceted by club 
members.  A future group class/demo 
will be planned for later this year. 

FRA:   Our young rockhounds will be 
meeting separately from the general 
club meetings. We will be discussing 
new badges the AFMS has added, and 
making some nifty jewelry crafts from 
the Camp Paradise program. 

Meeting days and times:  

January 5th – 1pm at Thalia 
Goldsworthy’s house.   

 

��������� �
I would like to thank all the members for their vote of confidence in 
me to lead the club for 2008. I think with some creative marketing 
we can push our membership rolls even higher, so let's brainstorm on 
what we can do to bring in new people. Our members are multi-
talented and I would like to set aside certain club nights so individual 
members could share their experiences in rock-hunting, the lapidary 
arts, jewelry-making, etc., with the group. I'm sure it would be infor-
mative and fun (and may pull in new members who would like to hear 
about these activities), so if any of you are interested in participating 
on a club night with your own special pre-sentation, please let me 
know.  
 

I look forward to an exciting year! 

����������������������������������������������������� ������������������
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Meet Gina – go to page 3 for an introduction to our newly elected 
President – Gina Marquardt 

 

Minutes are not included in this issue as they were not ready in time 
for publication...they will be presented at the next General meeting on 

Saturday, January 19th 
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  Membership Dues                                                              Steven Dover, Membership 

Membership Dues are Now Due. At the November club meeting the membership approved the 2008 dues. 
Dues for 2008 will be unchanged from 2007. Membership dues are $25 for one adult, $15 for a second adult 
at the same address, juniors and pebble pups $5 each.  

Please bring your dues to me at the January meeting or mail them to my address.  

 

Also please let me know if you wish to receive your club bulletin over the Internet or as a hard 
copy thru the mail.                   

                                                                

Future Rockhounds of America                           Thalia Goldsworthy, FRA Advisor 

 

Our group for young rockhounds will be meeting separately from the general club meetings.  For the next few 
months we will be discussing the new badges that the AFMS has added to the program.  Also we will be mak-
ing some nifty jewelry craft items that were part of the program at Camp Paradise.   

Meeting days and times:  January 5th – 1pm at my house.  Future days and times in next month’s newsletter. 

 

 

Classes Report –  Soldering Classes Postponed 
The first class in the series on soldering will be postponed until February because of the rock yard sale that is 
occurring on the same day, at the same time that class would be held.     
 

We will hold that class on “Understanding Torches” on February 16th, from 10am to 2pm.  Details will be in 
the February issue of Rockchippings. The first “class” will cover a three part program on “Understanding 
Torches”.  At the completion of this showing, you should be able to determine the proper torch for your ex-
pected use.  Some of the torches and other items covered in the CD’s will be displayed.  Information on the 
following “class” will be in the next bulletin. Please call me and reserve space for each class.  We will have a 
break for lunch for those of you who bring your food.  Thalia will provide beverages.                  

  Thalia Goldsworthy, Classes Coordinator 

 

           

Rock Yard Sale                                       

The family of Joan Helm has asked for our assistance in holding a yard sale to dispose of 
Joan’s collection.  They live in Portland and will be returning to the LA area for a short 
time in January.  The best time for the sale was determined to be January 19th – the day 

of our club meeting.  Several club members will be on hand to help price items and supervise the sale.  All 
club members are welcome to come – tell any friends who also might be interested. For hours and street ad-
dress or questions, please call Thalia or Virginia. 
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Courtesy                                 
                Lillian Berwager, Courtesy 
 

 Birthdays in January:    

       Virginia Rotramel on Jan 29  
 

Garnet - represents a group of minerals and while 
their crystal, physical and optical properties are 
similar, the actual elements that color the mineral 
may differ. Garnets come in every color except  
blue and can be found on almost every continent. 

  In Sympathy: 

  With sincerest sympathy  

        We send our thoughts to    

                Myrna and Brandon.  

                Rebecca will be remembered by all of us. 
  

 

Web Site Updates                                                  Thalia Goldsworthy, Web Master 

�   Photographs from our show last October that were taken by Gary Levitt   
� � Photographs from our Holiday Party last month that were taken by Carol Thomas. 
�   Photographs of our Craft Day – “Making Paper Beads” at the Canoga Park Public Library 

Every month our current newsletter is available on the club web site as a pdf file.  This permits anyone to 
print a copy from the web site.  Back issues are archived and also available. If you do not already get an 
email notice when the current issue is posted and would like to receive the club bulletin (in color!) via the 
web rather than snail mail, please email me that request at info@rockchippers.org. 
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Meet The New Officers… 
 

I’ve asked the new Officers  to introduce themselves, starting with… 

 
 

Gina Marquardt, President: I grew up in Wisconsin (with the polar bears), but have lived in Los Angeles 
since 1979. I originally moved to L.A. because I was a stand-up comedian in the Midwest and I wanted to 
try my luck out here. After I moved here, I focused on writing (I published a book called "Sound Bites"). I 
also have a Bachelor's Degree in Business from Redlands University, and a Paralegal Certificate from 
UCLA. I work as a paralegal for a small law firm. I've been in law for over 20 years. I recently started a 
jewelry-making business. I have a website called www.cuttingedgejewelry.net, and I also sell my jewelry on 
Ebay. I come from a family of artists - my mother created tapestries, and my sister sells her artwork on the 
East Coast (drawings and paintings). So for me, making jewelry is a continuation of my family's tradition of 
creating art. I find the combination of lapidary work and jewelry-making to be a fascinating art form which I 
have enjoyed discovering���
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A Fossil Dig in Santa Barbara 

 

WHEN - January 19th, 2008. 

Hosted by:  

DelAir Rockhounds Trip leader: Jon Meredith 

CO Host San Joaquin Valley Lapidary Society 

CO Host Lewis Helfrich CFMS Field Trip 

Chairman South 

Both Clubs members of the CFMS Field Trip 

Co-Op Southern CA. 

Where - Santa Barbara, CA (Refugio, Gaviota, 
and El Capitan State Beaches) 

Location/Directions - Refugio Beach is located 
20 miles West of Santa Barbara on Highway 101 
at Refugio Road. 

Map - http://www.parks.ca.gov/lat_long_map/ 

default.asp?lvl_id=242 

Restroom - There are public restrooms at all sites, 

changing rooms at Refugio, and beach “showers” 

at all sites. 

Materials Available - Fossil Whale bone, chert, 

fossil horse teeth have been found - in creeks, 

agates, jasper. 

What Does It Cost? - Parking fees: $8.00 per 

vehicle, fee good for all locations on same day 

What do I Need? - 

1. You will need Water, shoes, sandals, or old 

sneakers and old clothes you don’t mind getting 

sandy and a towel or two. 

2. Dry clothes for trip home a variety of warm 

garments (sweatshirts, jackets, etc.) temperatures 

could be anywhere from 45 to 75. 

3. Citrus based hand cleaner for tar removal (there 

are natural seeps in the Santa Barbara Channel). 

4. Food and/or beverages NO ALCOHOL  

Where Do We Meet?  

1. The day will start at Refugio State Beach at 

approximately 11 a.m. 

2. With low tide at 1413 (2:13 p.m.), this will give us 
about 2 hrs of collecting before moving on to Gaviota 
or El Capitan for the low tide period. Refugio has rock 
beds which are exposed during mean tide periods 
where whale bone can be found. 

This can be quite an eventful trip, depending on 
weather, wildlife, and civilians. 

In January 2006, we collected over 200 lbs of bone as 
a group. This is a good trip for rockhounds of all ages, 
and for scout troops, etc. 

Please E-Mail me for further information and number 
of participants going in your group at - 

Meredith@flashercrew.net. 

Or those leaving Bakersfield contact Lew at - 

lewsrocks@bak.rr.com. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

1. All participants must sign a CFMS RELEASE OF 
LIABILITY prior to going on this trip. Lew will have 
the release and it will be distributed at the meeting site 
at Refugio State Beach . 

2. No Guns or alcohol. 

3. These trips are designed to be fun for both young 
and old . Profane language or disorderly conduct will 
not be tolerated and delt with accordingly. 

4. Every day we are losing rock hounding places due 
to abuse and neglect. Please pack out more than you 
packed in .Take what you need. If you dig, fill it in 
when you are finished . 

Hope to see you there: 

Jon Meredith 

Lew Helfrich (661) 323-2663 
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Camp Paradise August 31 thru September 06 and September 07 thru 13. 
!!! Registration forms will be on the Web Site 30 March 2008!!! 
 

Zzyzx March 23-30, 2008  
CFMS invites you to join us at the Earth Science Seminar to be held at Soda Springs (Zzyzx) located approximately 50 
miles Northeast of Barstow. CA Off I-15 at Zzyzx Rd. . R.V. parking is approximately 1/4 mile from the center, and 
has no facilities of any kind. All restrooms and showers are located in separate buildings at the center, and are commu-
nal. The Earth Science Committee retains the right to accept or deny applications as they deem appropriate. This area is 
designated by the Government as Desert Studies Center, consequently: NO PETS ARE ALLOWED A limited number 
of reservation are available and early applications is recommended. 

Applications and information is available at:  http://cfmsinc.org/  
�

 

Federation News  

 

Ant Hill – Fossicking in December…Only in SoCal!�
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Shows and Events 
January 25-27 2008, Redlands, CA 

The Mineralogical Society of Southern CA 

43rd. Pacific Micromount Conference 

San Bernardino County Museum 

2024 Orange Tree Lane 

exit North on California St. from I-10 

Hours: Fri. 3 p.m. - 10 p.m., Sat. 8 -6 

Sun. Field Trip to Lead Mountain 

Information, Registration forms on Show page 
of the CFMS website - http://cfmsinc.org 

 

February 15-24, 2008 Indio, CA 

San Gorgonio Mineral & Gem Soc. 

Riverside Co. Fair & National Date Festival 

46-350 Arabia St. Indio 

Hours: 10 - 10 

Bill Grisham (951) 849-1674 

Email: bert67@verizon.net 

 

February 22-23, 2008, Northridge, CA 

Delair Rockhounds 

United Methodist Church 

9650 Reseda Blvd. (at Superior St.) 

Hours: Fri. 3 pm - 9:30 pm, Sat. 10 am - 5 pm 

Julia Marin (818) 886-7190 

Email: jomarin@disextreme.com 

 

March 1-2, 2008 Arcadia, CA 

Monrovia Rockhounds 

Los Angeles Arboretum 

301 N. Baldwin Ave. 

Hours: 9 - 4:30 both days 


���
��
������
2007 - 2008 Quartzsite Show Schedule 

1/1 - 2/28 Desert Gardens Gem & Mineral Show 

1/11 - 2/3 The Main Event 

1/23 - 1/27 41st QIA Pow Wow Rocks & Minerals 

1/30 - 2/3 Hobby, Gem, & Craft Show Big Tent Event 

1/4 - 1/13 Tyson Wells Rock & Gem Show 
 
For more: http://www.quartzitechamber.org   
 
Pow Wow Field Trips -  2008 

Hosted by Roadrunners Gem & Mineral Club 

http://www.qiaaz.org/schedule.htm 
 
Two fieldtrips scheduled daily, depart at 9 a.m. sharp 
Wednesday January 23rd:  
12 Mile-Agate & Fossils     Stone Cabin-Desert Roses 
Thursday  January 24th:  
Brenda - Red Jasper      Bouse -Green Banded Rhyolite 
Friday January 25th:  
Salome –  Marble                           Quartzsite – Alunite 
Saturday January 26th:  
Plomosa Rd – Jasper, Hematite   Aguila- Apache Tears 
Sunday January 27th:  
Plomosa Rd –  Bacon Rock         Palo Verde – Pastilite 
 
 
 

��	�
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The New Year typically ushers in a new start for many, 
and this year, the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball 
was no different.  

The 100-year-old tradition got a makeover, as new 
LED technology and Waterford Crystal panels helped 
to double the ball's brightness.  

Onlookers were dazzled by the display—which, like so 
many resolutions—disappeared shortly after midnight. 
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Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Incorporated 

Our club, a non-profit corporation, was formed for educational and instructive purposes: to foster collection 
and study of minerals, to disseminate knowledge about them, to sponsor field trips to find them, to 
encourage the use of them in lapidary and faceting studies, etc.  And to have one whale of a good time 
doing those things with all of our friends. 

Regular meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 7:30 PM.  Potlucks are at 6:30pm. FRA 
Orientation at 7:00pm. Field trips are at various times throughout the month. Guests are always welcome to 
attend. 

Membership is open to interested applicants after they have attended at least 2 meetings.  Annual dues are 
due in November for the following year.  Membership fees are currently $25 for one adult, $15 for a second 
adult at the same address, juniors (ages 10-18) and  pebble pups (ages 4-9) $5 each.  New members pay an 
additional $6 initiation fee per person.  Late joining new members may have lower dues as they are prorated 
after mid-year. 

We are a member club of the California Federation of Mineralogical Societies and affiliated with the 

Material from Rock Chippings may be duplicated for non-commercial purposes with appropriate credits. For 
commercial use, individual authors must be contacted for approval. Articles lacking bylines have been 
generated by the Bulletin staff. 

Elected Officers 

President        Gina Marquardt                   Director At Large          Gene Berwager 

Treasurer        Barbara Bradbury               Director At Large          Open 

Secretary         Mary Beth Pio                   Director At Large          Steve Dover 

                                                                 Director At Large          Myrna Barton 

Auditor………….…...Thalia Goldsworthy 

Bulletin…………………….Robyn Hawk 

Custodian……………....Brandon  Higdon 

Classes/Workshop.…Thalia Goldsworthy 

Courtesy/Hospitality…....Lillian Berwager 

Display/Education………..Carol Plummer 

Federation Director…...Virginia Rotramel 

Alternate Fed Director……………...Open 

Field Trips…………….……...Committee 

FRA………………...Thalia Goldsworthy 

Historian………………....Gene Berwager 

Librarian………………Barbara Bradbury 

Library Displays…....Thalia Goldsworthy 

Membership…………….…..Steve Dover 

Parliamentarian………………...Bill Blair 

Programs……………..…………….Open 

Publicity……………...Diana Dixon Davis 

Refreshments…………...Lillian Berwager  

Shop ……........Jean Buetow, Bob Meyers, 
……..…Ron Rizor and Virginia Rotramel 

Club Show………Virginia Rotramel Chair. 

Ways and Means………...….Jean Buetow 

Webmaster…………..Thalia Goldsworthy 

Chairpersons and Appointed Positions 


