
  April 2008 Volume 48 Number  4 

The Bulletin of the Woodland Hills California Rock Chippers, Inc. 

Regular club meetings are held at 7:30PM on the 3 rd Saturday of each month at: Canoga 
Park Community Center 7248 Owensmouth Ave. Canoga P ark 

Visit our website    http://www.rockchippers.org 

Membership Information 

For any questions regarding membership in the Woodland Hills Rock 
Chippers, please email Steve Dover at membership@rockchippers.org 

This Month’s Calendar 
 

Saturday, April 19th  

Classes: 

10:00am: 

“ Soldering with Hard Solder” will 
be held on April 19th at the workshop 
Class fee of $2.00   

 

At the Center 

6:15pm: Pot Luck 

Guests always welcome.  

6:45pm: Business Meeting 

 
7:30pm: Program 
“Silent Auction” 
Guests Always Welcomed!!! 
 
FRA:    Future Programs: We 
will be cutting and polishing cabs.  
We will learn about marking, 
trimming and dopping slabs. 

Meetings: 

The April meeting  will be the 
April 19th  Rock Chippers 
Meeting...the Silent Auction will 
be a great place to find some rock 
to work with in our future sessions 
at the Club Workshop – as well as 
getting some fun pieces for making 
jewelry! 
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  Membership Dues                                                              Steven Dover, Membership 

Membership Dues are Now Due.   I will be updating the club roster for 2008 shortly so please renew your 
membership to remain on the club roster. Dues for 2008 will be unchanged from 2007. Membership dues are 
$25 for one adult, $15 for a second adult at the same address, juniors and pebble pups $5 each.   
 
Please bring your dues to me at the April meeting or mail them to my address.  
 

Also please let me know if you wish to receive your club bulletin over the Internet or as a hard 
copy through the mail.             

                                                                

Future Rockhounds of America                           Thalia Goldsworthy, FRA Advisor 

FRA Meeting on March 8th  

The youth of our club will be working on their Lapidary Arts Badge.  Last month we be learned shop safety, 
learning about using the trim saw, dopping stones and cutting and polishing cabs. Thank you to Ron Rizor 
and Bob Meyers for being part of the activity last  month and for providing the shop safety information.  

This month we will be attending the April 19th  Rock Chippers Meeting...the Silent Auction will be a great 
place to find some rock to work with in our future sessions at the Club Workshop – as well as getting some 
fun pieces for making jewelry! 

 

 

Classes Report –  Soldering Classes                    Thalia Goldsworthy, Coordinator 

April 19 th at the shop 10 a.m.  
This month the class moves to the Workshop Space.  “How to Solder with Hard Solder” will be held on April 
19th at the shop 10 a.m. We will take a break from the videos on soldering to spend a day at the shop trying 
out various torches and doing some experimenting with soldering.  We will start at 10am on April 19th and 
work until we have accomplished our goals. Bring a lunch, something to drink. Class fee will apply. Please 
call me to let me know you are planning to be there.  

 

 

Courtesy                                                                            Lillian Berwager, Courtesy     
              
������������� ���������	
������  
                                                                                            

                     Betty May April 6              Thalia Goldsworthy April 9  

                     Dolly Mott April 7             Lisa Evidon April 11  

                     Your Gemstone is:  Diamond 
                                                     

                     Anniversary Wishes to...Mike & Renee Schuman April 9  
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California Federation of  Mineralogical Societies 
presents the statewide 

Golden Bear 
Gem & Mineral Show 

June 27-29, 2008 
10:00 am – 5:00 pm,  Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

 
 

                  Featuring the very best in Gems, Minerals, Jewelry, 
                                    Fossils and Lapidary Art 

 

Seaside Park, Ventura County Fairgrounds, Ventura, CA 
Adults $5  *  Seniors (60+) $4  *  Students $3  *  Kids (under 12)  Free w/paid adult 

 

Federation News  

                                                                                                                                              We have welcomed several new members and have  a new slate of officers...in this 
      space I would like to introduce the members of our Board of Directors. 

 
      Robyn Hawk, Director, Newsletter Editor:    For those of you who do not know 
my background I had a beaded jewelry business over 20 years ago when the 

"Bohemian" look was called the "Gypsy" look! From there I went into a career in fundraising for various 
non-profits offering services to people with AIDS, Developmentally Disabled, Mentally Ill and Homeleness. 
All the while still collecting, drooling and, yes, even fondling gems!    
 
For the last 10 years I have been working as a Free-Lance PR and Marketing Professional. This has afforded 
me the ability to return to my first love! I am currently taking Jewelry Design and Lapidary classes at Venice 
Adult School (Venice, CA) and taking classes toward my Graduate Gemologist certification from the 
Gemological Institute of America.  
 
I stay busy writing several blogs: 
Tucson Gem Show - Live http://tucsongemshow.blogspot.com/   
Jewelry & Gem Artists http://jewelrygemartisans.blogspot.com/   
Fly On The Wall-Views/Reviews http://aflyonthewall.multiply.com/    
Now You've Done It...You're On My List http://youareonmylist.vox.com/  
"Knowing is not enough; we must apply. Willing is not enough; we must do." -Goethe 
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...with the Conejo Gem & Mineral Club... 
You can come up for the day or camp overnight. 
Day use $6.00, camping $18.00, with electric 
hookup $25.00 Campsites are assigned on a first 
come, first served basis, one site to one vehicle.  
 

Directions: From Ventura head north on 101, past 
Santa Barbara, just past Gaviota as the 101 goes in-
land take the State Hwy 1 turn off, marked Lompoc/
Vandenberg. Go north approximately 13.5 miles to 
Jalama Beach County Park turn off. Turn left, west, 
drive approximately 15 miles to Jalama Beach 
County Park. Look for a Conejo Valley Gem & 
Mineral sign on or near sign by entrance or by  
Roberts campsite. Approximately 122 miles from  
Thousand Oaks, 2.5-3 hour drive time 
 

Meeting:  Saturday Afternoon, April 26th. 2008, 
10am-4pm. We will meet in the parking lot. Look  
for my black Toyota Truck with a CGMC sign in 
the window. There will be a short briefing of the 
site. Please remember to sign a release form to par-
ticipate in the field trip. We will then walk along the 
beach south of the parking lot, approximately 2.5 
miles, to an area that has cement on the side of the 
hill. The Shale in the area is a good place to look for 
fossils. Along the beach you can find agate, jasper in 
shades of brown, honey, gold, and clear. Travertine 
Onyx can be found north of the parking lot approxi-
mately 1.5 miles. 
 

Material : Agate, Jasper, Petrified Whale Bone, 
Travertine Onyx, Fossils 
 

Tools: Collecting bags, buckets, day pack, digging 
tools, rock pick, pry bar, eye protection, trowels, 
hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, sturdy shoes, newspaper 
for wrapping fossils, layered clothing, towels, 
change of clothes/shoes in case you get wet.  
Drinking water, lunch or snacks. camping gear if 
you plan on spending the night. 
 

Contact: Robert Sankovich srmsorca@adelphia.net 
Please notify me if you plan on attending, e-mail me 
if you need a map 
 

Link : http://www.sbparks.org/docs/jalama.html  
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Public Lands Advisory Committee - South 

For those who travel and collect in the White Moun-
tains, here is a chance to submit your ideas and com-
ments on revised land usage. So, do not wait too 
long……  

News Release 

For Release: February 1, 2008  
Contacts: Steve Razo 951-697-5217  
or Hector Villalobos 760-384-5400 
CA-CDD-08-23 

BLM to Revise Proposed Plan Amendment  
on Furnace Creek 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has with-
drawn for revision its pending proposal regarding long-
term management of a 3.75 mile-long portion of the 
Furnace Creek Road leading up to the Inyo National 
Forest boundary in Mono County. 

The road segment has been closed since 2003 to pro-
vide interim protection of sensitive resources, accord-
ing to BLM Ridgecrest Field Manager Hector Villalo-
bos. Since then, both BLM and the Forest Service, 
which administers the adjoining road segment on Na-
tional Forest lands, have developed proposals to man-
age vehicular access in a manner that protects the wet-
lands, riparian habitat, and water quality of the area. 

BLM, which is also required to amend its California 
Desert Plan as part of the authorization process, issued 
a proposed plan amendment in May 2007 to allow for 
vehicular access for casual public use. Some 182 public 
protests were received, Villalobos said, pointing out 
weaknesses in regard to the wilderness, cultural re-
sources, and cumulative impact analysis.  

“We agreed the environmental assessment and pro-
posed plan amendment had shortcomings and have 
withdrawn the proposal to enable us to revise and 
strengthen that analysis,” Villalobos said. He said BLM 
intends to prepare a revised document and publish it 
for at least a 30-day public comment period sometime 
this spring. 
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General Meeting Minutes                Recorded by, Mary Beth Pio, Secretary 
 

WHRC MEETING MINUTES                       Date: March 15, 2008 
 
Called to order at: 7:45 P.M. by Gina Marquardt 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Carol Plummer. 
 
Welcomed two guests to the meeting. 
A quorum was established-Yes 
 
The February minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurers Report: All accounts are up to date and balanced 
Announcements were made: 
 
The tentative date and time for the annual yard sale is May 24th from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
Show Fees for the 2008 annual Gem and Mineral Show will be from $600.00 to $650.00. 
 
“How to Solder with Hard Solder” will be held on April 19th at the shop 10 a.m. There will be hands on 
solder class using several different types of torches following the video. 
 
Ways and Means 
The silent auction April 19th will consist of  old material, Rough Rock, Petrified Wood, 
Howlite and Stone Canyon Jasper. 
We can use Jewelry, Books and tools. 
Bring LOTS AND LOTS AND LOTS of money. 
 
Old Business 
 
Combined Federal Campaign, the deadline is March 21st. 
Motion: Member Approval to add WHRC to the campaign. To pursue an application for 
The Combined Federal Campaign and use either Robyn Hawks or Gina Marquardt’s 
Phone number and address. 
Motion First by Thalia Goldsworthy 
Motion Seconded by Virginia Rotramel 
Thalia Goldsworthy volunteered to fill out the paperwork. 
 
Break for refreshments at 8:00P.M. 
 
Followed the Program:  “Historical Sites of Turkey”  by Dick Flaherty 
 
Respectfully submitted by Mary Beth Pio, Secretary WHRC 
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Shows and Events 
April 26-27 2008, Lancaster, CA 

The Antelope Valley Gem & Mineral Society 

Lancaster High School 

44701 32nd St. W. 

Hours: 9 - 5 both days 

Jules Ficke (661) 943-5157 

Email: av_gem@yahoo.com 

Website: www.geocities.com.av.gem 

 

May 10-11, 2008 Reno, NV 

Reno Gem & Mineral Society 

Reno Livestock Events Center 

1350 N. Wells Ave. 

Hours: Sat. 10 - 5, Sun. 10 - 4 

John Petersen (775) 849-1522 

Website: www.renorockclub.com 

 

May 17-18, 2008 Yucaipa, CA 

Yucaipa Gem & Mineral Society 

Yucaipa Community Center 

34900 Oak Glenn Road 

Hours: Sat. 9 - 5, Sun. 9 - 4 

Bill Jochimsen (909) 790-1475 
 

 

Safety  
Licking rocks can be dangerous, and even FATAL!! 
Always use water from a squirt gun or bottle to wet 
stones. At least one death has been attributed to a 
fungus contracted from licking a rock specimen. 
 
Materials containing Arsenic, Mercury, Selenium, 
some of the Boron and even Phosphate minerals can 
be deadly. via Del-Air Bulletin 1/08 
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�
I put this list together for one of the blogs I write online:  Now You’ve Done It ...You’re On My 
List – Traditionally, craftsmen took an apprentice under their wing and passed on a lifetime of ex-
perience...these lists are my small effort to this end.  
 

Cyber Rock Hounding!  
In your heart are you a Rock Hound? Do you long to be outdoors but something (age, illness, time) have kept you 
inside? This list is for you! It is mostly centered on resources in the USA - please feel free to use the comment space 
to add international information! 

 

This should be your first stop - it will direct you to Rock and Mineral Clubs in your area. Most clubs sponsor 
Fieldtrips, Workshops and an Annual Show! 

American Fed. of Minerological Societies:  http://www.amfed.org 
 
This is Really Neat: 
Join us to dig a GIANT Amethyst Geode! Photo Journal from Brazil 
http://www.fabreminerals.com/forum/Message-Board/viewtopic.php?p=1030#1030 
 
Rock Hounding Sites in Cyberspace: 

Rock Hound Station 1:  http://www.rockhoundstation1.com/ 

DZRTGRLS:  http://www.dzrtgrls.com  

Rock Hound Notes: http://www.rockhoundnotes.com/ 

Rock Watch: http://www.rockwatch.org.uk/ 

Cyber Rock Hound:  http://www.cyberrockhound.com/ 

Rock Hound Blog: http://rockhoundblog.com/?cat=5 

Rock Hounders: http://www.rockhounders.com/ 

 

Links for Kids or Educators:  

Rock Hounds with Rocky:  http://www.fi.edu/fellows/fellow1/oct98/index2.html 

Rock Hound Kids: http://www.rockhoundkids.com/ 

Rock Minerals Fossils for Kids!:  http://www.rocksmineralsandfossilsforkids.com/ 

 

View World Class Collections from your armchair: 

Rock Hound Hall of Fame:  http://www.rockhoundhalloffame.org/ 

Smithsonian - Nat'l Museum of Natural History:  http://www.minerals.si.edu/ 

Videos of the Tucson Gem and Mineral Show ( and so much more)  http://www.the-vug.com/vug/vugfilms.html 

 

                                                                                                                                              (CONT.) 
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An Update from the Tucson Gem Show Article in the M arch Newsletter:  
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Program: How to Increase the Half-Life of Your Collection  by Rock Currier 
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�������	��
1570 E. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena, CA 

Groups/Forums (exchange info with Rock Hounds around the world): 
 
On EONS (must be 55+ to join this community): 
Lapidary & Metal Arts:  http://www.eons.com/groups/group/lapidary-andamp-metal-arts 
Collecting Rocks and Minerals:  http://www.eons.com/groups/group/collecting-rocks-and-minerals 
 
On Yahoo Groups: 
LA Rocks:  http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/LA-Rocks/ 
SoCal - Rocks: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SOCAL-ROCKS/ 
 
International Forums with an emphasis on Mineral Collecting: 
FabreMinerals – Fine Mineral Specimens:  http://www.fabreminerals.com 
Mindat – the mineral and locality database:   http://www.mindat.org/forum.php 
 
 
I realize that some of these links can be a lot of typing so...for “ease of use” - you can access this list and 
others online at:    Now You've Done It...You're On My List     http://youareonmylist.vox.com/ 
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Color: Colorless, yellow, brown, rarely blue                Moh’s Hardness:  10 
            green, pink, red, orange & black                     Transparency: Transparent to Opaque 
Crystals: Cubic – mainly octahedrons, also cubes        Refractive Index: 2.417 – 2.419 
            rhombic dodecahedrons, twins, plates             Chemical Comp: C, crystallized carbon 
 
There is nothing comparable to the hardness of Diamond – the name itself comes from the Greek - 
“adamas” meaning the unconquerable!  While considered rare , diamonds are presently mined on almost 
every continent.   This is not to say that you will find a D Flawless Diamond in Arkansas but Industrial 
Grade diamonds are everywhere. 
 
It is said that the wearer takes on the qualities of rarity and  durability...in the words of the largest diamond 
cartel…”A Diamond Is Forever!” 
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Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Incorporated 

Our club, a non-profit corporation, was formed for educational and instructive purposes: to foster collection 
and study of minerals, to disseminate knowledge about them, to sponsor field trips to find them, to 
encourage the use of them in lapidary and faceting studies, etc.  And to have one whale of a good time 
doing those things with all of our friends. 

Regular meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 7:30 PM.  Potlucks are at 6:30pm. FRA 
Orientation at 7:00pm. Field trips are at various times throughout the month. Guests are always welcome to 
attend. 

Membership is open to interested applicants after they have attended at least 2 meetings.  Annual dues are 
due in November for the following year.  Membership fees are currently $25 for one adult, $15 for a second 
adult at the same address, juniors (ages 10-18) and  pebble pups (ages 4-9) $5 each.  New members pay an 
additional $6 initiation fee per person.  Late joining new members may have lower dues as they are prorated 
after mid-year. 

We are a member club of the California Federation of Mineralogical Societies and affiliated with the 

Material from Rock Chippings may be duplicated for non-commercial purposes with appropriate credits. For 
commercial use, individual authors must be contacted for approval. Articles lacking bylines have been 
generated by the Bulletin staff. 

Elected Officers 

President        Gina Marquardt                   Director At Large          Gene Berwager 

Treasurer        Barbara Bradbury               Director At Large          Robyn Hawk 
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